17-i 8 March
Tuesday 17	germany and the league
The German Government have agreed to send a represen-
tative without delay to London.
spain
Normal conditions are returning, though there is still much
violence on the outskirts of Madrid. The members of a tram-
way company seized the rolling-stock and are working the
business under a committee of their own. The agrarian reforms
department is distributing land in haste; several thousand
settlements have been made in a few days, and 50,000 holdings
are promised shortly. In the meantime the peasants are invading
property on their own initiative. At Jumilla there has been
bloodshed. Two Fascists were ambushed after a dance, and
one was killed. The civil guards turned out and arrested two
presumed Fascists, but the villagers tore the prisoners from
their custody, stabbed them to death, and assaulted the civil
guards, who defended themselves. The mob then attacked a
landowner, who was set upon in his house and killed.
the Am estimates
In a debate on the Air Estimates, Sir Philip Sassoon said that
the expansion of the Air Force was being governed by three
principles: (i) fighting strength fully manned and adequate to
deter aggression; (2) reserves of men and machines; and (3)
efficient industry in the background. He assured the House
that, as things stand, the present programme fulfils these re-
quirements. The personnel required has been increased from
22,500 to 25,000, and, out of 2,500 new pilots, 1,700 have
already been obtained. As for machines, a new type of fighter,
capable of over 300 m.p.h.—the fastest service machine in the
world—is being put into production. There will be no pro-
fiteering. The departmental system of controlling prices has
been strengthened. In civil flying, private owners have increased
by 111 to a total of 589, and there are now 1,535 civil aircraft in
the country.
Wednesday 18	M. venizelos
M. Venizelos died in Paris at the age of seventy-two, of whom
The Times says: "Venizelos never trod the middle way. The
career which ended in Paris yesterday was made up of a series of
violent alternations between triumph and disaster without
parallel even in Plutarch's pages. A rebel in his youth against

